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LUKE AUSTEN RECENTLY
WON THE STAR MAKER
QUEST, WHICH HAS
LAUNCHED THE CAREERS
OF MANY COUNTRY .
MUSIC GREATS. BUT LUKE
IS NO NEWCOMERTO

THE SCENE, IN FACT HE'S
BEEN SLOGGING AWAY
BEHIND THE SCENES IN
COUNTRY MUSIC FOR
MORE THAN 10 YEARS.

wki Austen was just six years old
" when he first picked up a guitar.
He joined his family's band, The
Outlaws, ot age 12, performed his first
gig at agel 3 and continued ta perform
with his father into the late 19905,

His first bég break in the industry came
when he was asked 1o joén the band of
legendary country balladeer Brian
Young. It was a great opportunity for

a ms__ iS|Made

the young performer to hone his skills
and also tour throtigh some of our
most remate >§u_=m.nn!=s._:=_m.

“The experience | had with Brian was
second o none” says Luke. “Getting
aut 1o the most remote pars our
«country has to offer In the Tanami
Desert and the Pitjatjantjaran lands
‘Was amazing as no one really gets a
chance to take their music out there,
Youngie's been taking his band out
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BIOGRAPHICAL RECOUNT

Born in Margate Qld, country music singer Luke Austen recently won the Star Maker Quest.This
annual competition searches for new Australian country music stars and is the nation’s most
significant, most successful and influential new talent event in country music.

Luke started playing the guitar when he was only six years old and started performing with his
family’s band The Outlaws when he was thirteen. He became better known when he started
playing with Brian Young and toured more remote Aboriginal communities.

Now 28 years old, Luke has travelled Australia for the last six years as a backing musician with
Troy Casser-Daly’s band.

ACTIVITY 1: UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ

\ Read A Star is Made on page 8
Shade one bubble.

Luke Austen recently won
a Deadly Award.

the Star Maker Quest.

an ARIA Award.

a Country Music Festival Award.

6
12

13
28

1.
2. Luke performed his first gig at the age of
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His first big break in the industry came when he was asked to join Brian Young’s band.
His “first big break” means

it was the first time he performed in a band.

the first time he played, he broke his guitar.

he became more widely recognised.

According to the text, what were some of the best things about touring
with Brian Young’s band in remote Australia?

When Luke describes the competitiveness of the Star Maker competition, he says,
“I felt like a poodle at a rottweiler party.”

This is an example of

a metaphor.

alliteration.

a simile.

an adjective.
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ACTIVITY 2:SPELLING
Each sentence has one word that is incorrect.
Write the correct spelling of the word in the box below it.

1. The Star Maker Quest has lornched the careers of many country music singers.

)

Luke is no newcomer to the seen.

)

Luke was six years old when he picked up a gitar.

His first big brake came when he started playing with Brian Young.

]

No matter weather you are playing to two or 2000 people, they all deserve the best show.

)

Issue 147




Issue 156
dl'S 7-8

ACTIVITY 3: LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

Which of the following correctly completes the sentence?

Shade one bubble.

Issue 156

Luke ****xxxxxx%x {5 perform with his father’s band in the 1990s.
continues

continuing

continue

continued

Luke ***** heen working in the music industry for the past ten years.
is

was

were

has

Luke ***** the star Maker Quest last month.
win

winning

wins

won

Luke’s career ***** ¥** always been easy.
hasnt
hasn't

has'nt
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ACTIVITY 4:SCAFFOLDING A BIOGRAPHICAL RECOUNT
A Biographical Recount retells the stages in a person’s life.

This genre of text always starts with an Orientation to explain why the person is remembered,
then gives a Record of Stages in the person’s life.

A Star is Made is structured the same way:

Orientation
Luke Austen recently won the Star Maker Quest, which has launched the careers
of many music greats.

Record of Stages
Luke Austen was six years old when he first picked up a guitar.

STAGE 1 - early life He joined his family’s band, The Outlaws, at age twelve, performed his first
gig at 13 and continued to perform with his father into the late 1990s.

Record of Stages
His first big break in the industry came when he was asked to join

STAGE 2 - first break He joined the band of legendary country balladeer Brian Young.
The content words have been highlighted below:

Luke Austen recently won the Star Maker Quest, which has launched the careers
of many music greats.

Luke Austen was six years old when he first picked up a guitar. He joined his family’s band,
The Outlaws, at age twelve, performed his first gig at 13 and continued to perform with his father
into the late 1990s.

His first big break in the industry came when he was asked to join the band of legendary country
balladeer Brian Young.
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These wordings become notes for rewriting the text in your own words.
Each new sentence starts with a bullet point:

%

e  Luke Austen — won - Star Maker Quest - launched the careers — music greats
e  sixyears old - picked up a guitar

e joined - family’s band - The Outlaws — twelve - first gig at 13 - perform — father
— late 1990s

first big break — join the band - Brian Young

TASK: Rewrite a Biographical Recount about Luke Austen in your own words, using the notes
above as a guide. Make sure you follow the structure of the genre.

For example, the first sentence could be rewritten as:

! Many great country music singers have started their careers by winning the Star Maker

Quest. Luke Austen has just won this year’s competition.
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